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· You may have noticed some changes in the foods we are distributing and the way we are doing it. With the help of Food Bank of the Rockies, we conducted a Community Food Preference survey with more than 100 of our neighbors.  From this, we’ve learned what foods appeal to a strong majority (examples: eggs, milk, oil) and which appeal to far fewer (examples: canned soup, canned meals). We also learned which foods are preferred by various cultural groups we serve.  Based, on this we’ve removed some foods from the standard dry goods box and placed them on the distribution line so that they are available as a choice.  We’ve also refined our purchasing to focus our resources on acquiring those foods desired by the highest percentage of families as well as foods desired by specific cultures in the population we serve.

· The government shut down and the elimination of SNAP benefits caused our numbers to jump nearly 25% for the three weeks affected.
· From FBR reserves and Colorado state emergency funds we received credits at FBR for obtaining food amounting to over $16,000! These were based on the number of SNAP recipients in our service area.
· We received additional food from the Southwest Food Coalition and an outpouring of donations from members of the community.
· Approximately 50% of SNAP beneficiaries are children under 18.
· We will continue to monitor the effect of changes in SNAP.
· Kyle Clark of channel 9 has informed us that we will be one of five food pantries featured in his “Word of Thanks” segments, and will share in the funds donated by viewers.  As soon as we learn when it might air, we’ll be sure to let you know so you can tune in.
· Several groups held food drives for our benefit in November—thanks to South Suburban Parks and Recreation, St. Philip Lutheran Church youth, Kerry Von Urbaniak, and Juli Cooley’s neighborhood!
 
· Some of you may not be aware that the food pantry is sponsored and strongly, but not exclusively, supported by St. Philip Lutheran Church in Littleton. This outreach started in 2014 and has grown amazingly thanks to volunteers like you! We are especially grateful to Columbine Kiwanis members who jumped in to help during Covid and have continued faithfully every week since then.
You are all greatly appreciated for what you are doing to help with food security in our area! Thank you!!!




 

