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Welcome to Worship!

Sunday, September 6, 2026
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost
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Prelude
Holy Forever

Brian Counterman, saxophone
Kevin Klemm, piano







Opening Hymn

Joyful, Joyful, We
Adore Thee
hymnal ELW #836
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Joyful, Joyful, ELW #836, Verse 1

Joyful, joyful we adore thee,
God of glory, Lord of love!
Hearts unfold like flow’rs before thee,

praising thee, their sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness,
drive the gloom of doubt away.
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day.




Joyful, Joyful, ELW #836, Verse 2

All thy works with joy surround thee,
earth and heav’n reflect thy rays,
stars and angels sing around thee,

center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flow’ry meadow, flashing sea,
chanting bird, and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in thee.




Joyful, Joyful, ELW #836, Verse 3

Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blest,
wellspring of the joy of living,

ocean-depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our brother,
all who live in love are thine;
teach us how to love each other,
lift us to the joy divine!




Confession and Forgiveness

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one
God, who pours love into our
hearts and healing upon the earth.

C: Amen.

P: Confident that God justifies us by
grace through faith, let us confess
our sin.

>>>




Compassionate God,

we confess that we struggle to
embody your goodness in the
world and in our own hearts.
Creation groans from overuse.

Jealousy and bitterness strain
our relationships. Indifference
keeps us from seeking justice.
Divisions disrupt your call to
show genuine love to others.

>>>




C: Turn our hearts back to you.
Restore our world and
reconcile us to one another.

Renew us to live as your holy

people, following the way of
Jesus Christ. Amen.




Hear this good news: We have
peace with God through + Jesus
Christ, in whom there is no

condemnation, but only
forgiveness and the promise of
eternal life. Receive freely this
healing gift of grace.

C: Amen.




Greeting

The grace of our Lord Jesus
Christ, the love of God, and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be
with you all.

And also with you.




Hymn of Praise

Verse 1

I’ll praise in the valley,
praise on the mountain.
I’ll praise when I’m sure,

praise when I’'m doubting.
I’ll praise when outnumbered,
praise when surrounded,
‘cause praise is the water
my enemies drown in.




Chorus

As long as I’m breathing,
I’ve got a reason to

Praise the Lord, oh, my soul.
Praise the Lord, oh, my soul.




Verse 2

I'll praise when [ feel it
and I'll praise when | don’t.
I'll praise ‘cause | know

You’'re still in conftrol.
‘Cause my praise is a weapon,
it’s more than a sound.

My praise is the shout
that brings Jericho down.




Chorus

As long as I’m breathing,
I’ve got a reason to

Praise the Lord, oh, my soul.
Praise the Lord, oh, my soul.




Final Chorus

| won’t be quiet my God is alive.

How could | keep it inside?
Praise the Lord, oh, my soul,
oh, my soul.




Prayer of the Day

A: Let us pray.

C: O Lord God, enliven and
preserve your church with your
perpetual mercy. Without your

help, we mortals will fail; remove
far from us everything that is
harmful, and lead us toward all
that gives life and salvation,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior
and Lord. Amen.
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First Reading — Ezekiel 33:7-11




”So you, mortal, | have made a
sentinel for the house of Israel:
whenever you hear a word from my
mouth, you shall give them warning
from me. 8If | say to the wicked,

“O wicked ones, you shall surely die,”
and you do not speak to warn the
wicked to turn from their ways, the
wicked shall die in their iniquity, but
their blood | will require at your hand.

>>>




9 But if you warn the wicked to turn
from their ways and they do not turn
from their ways, the wicked shall die
In their iniquity, but you will have
saved your life. ' Now you, mortal,

say to the house of Israel: Thus you
have said: “Our transgressions and
our sins weigh upon us, and we waste
away because of them; how then can
we live?”

>>>




1 Say to them: As | live, says the Lord
God, | have no pleasure in the death
of the wicked but that the wicked turn

from their ways and live; turn back,
turn back from your evil ways, for why
will you die, O house of Israel?




L: Word of God,

word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Second Reading — Romans 13:8-14




8 Owe no one anything, except to
love one another, for the one who
loves another has fulfilled the

law. ® The commandments, “You
shall not commit adultery; you shall

not murder; you shall not steal; you
shall not covet,” and any other
commandment, are summed up In
this word, “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself.”




19 ove does no wrong to a neighbor;
therefore, love Is the fulfilling of the
law. 1" Besides this, you know what
time it is, how it is already the

moment for you to wake from sleep.
For salvation is nearer to us now than
when we became believers; % the
night is far gone; the day is near.




Let us then throw off the works of
darkness and put on the armor of
light; 13let us walk decently as in the
day, not in reveling and

drunkenness, not in illicit sex and
licentiousness, not in quarreling and
jealousy. '*Instead, put on the Lord
Jesus Christ, and make no provision
for the flesh, to gratify its desires.




L: Word of God,

word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Gospel Acclamation

Word of God, speak.
Would You pour down like rain,
washing my eyes to see,
Your majesty, to be still and know
that You’'re in this place?
Please let me stay and rest
in Your holiness.

Word of God, speak.




Gospel Reading

P: The Holy Gospel
according to Matthew.
C: Glory to you, O Lord.

Matthew 18:15-20
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[Jesus said to the disciples:] ' “If your
brother or sister sins against you, go
and point out the fault when the two of
you are alone. If you are listened to,

you have regained that one. '°But if
you are not listened to, take one or
two others along with you, so that
every word may be confirmed by the
evidence of two or three witnesses.

>>>




17 If that person refuses to listen to
them, tell it to the church, and if the
offender refuses to listen even to the
church, let such a one be to you as a

gentile and a tax collector. 8 Truly |
tell you, whatever you bind on earth
will be bound in heaven, and
whatever you loose on earth will be
loosed in heaven.

>>>




19 Again, truly | tell you, if two of you
agree on earth about anything you
ask, it will be done for you by my

Father in heaven. %° For where two
or three are gathered in my name, |
am there among them.”




P: The Gospel of the
Lord.

C: Praise to you,
O Christ.
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Children’s Conversation




MATTHEW 18:20

Sermon — Pastor Vera Guebert-Steward




Hymn of the Day

Love Lifted Me
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Verse 1

| was sinking deep In sin,
far from the peaceful shore,
very deeply stained within,

sinking to rise no more;
But the Master of the sea
heard my despairing cry,
from the waters lifted me;
now safe am |.




Chorus

Love lifted me!
Love lifted me!

When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me!

(Repeat)




Verse 2

All my heart to Him | give,
ever to Him I'll cling,
In His blessed presence live,
ever His praises sing;

Love so mighty and so true
merits my soul’s best songs;
Faithful loving service, too,
to Him belongs.




Chorus

Love lifted me!
Love lifted me!

When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me!

(Repeat)




Verse 3

Souls in danger, look above,
Jesus completely saves;
He will lift you by His love

out of the angry waves;
He's the Master of the sea,
billows His will obey;
He your Savior wants to be;
be saved today.




Chorus

Love lifted me!
Love lifted me!

When nothing else could help,
Love lifted me!

(Repeat)




Apostles’ Creed

| believe In God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
| believe in Jesus Christ,
God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by
the power of the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,




was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand
of the Father,
and he will come to judge
the living and the dead.




| believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.
Amen.




Prayers of Intercession

A: Reminded of God’'s gracious and

abundant love, we offer our prayers,
confident that God hears us.

A brief silence.

After each portion of the prayers:
A: Hear us, O God.

C: Your mercy is great.




The prayers conclude:

A: Grant the prayers we have
offered, what we have forgotten to
ask, and whatever else you see
that we need. We ask this in
Jesus’ name.

Amen.




Offering

Scan the QR code or go to stphilip-
co.org/giving/ to make a donation today.
Children may come forward and place
their offering in the basket.

Anthem
Goodness of God

Brian Counterman, saxophone
Kevin Klemm, piano




Offertory

ELW #692

We lift our voices,
we lift our hands,
we lift our lives up to You:

we are an offering.
Lord, use our voices,
Lord, use our hands,
Lord, use our lives,
they are Yours:
we are an offering.




ELW #692

All that we have, all that we are,
all that we hope to be,
we give to You, we give to You.

We lift our voices,
we lift our hands,
we lift our lives up to You:
we are an offering,
we are an offering.




Offering Prayer

God of creation, you send rain and
the earth springs forth abundantly.
All blessings are from you; make
us generous with what we have.
Use our gifts, our abilities, and our
hearts in service to you and In
love to our neighbors, today and
always.

Amen.




Great Thanksgiving

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our
God.

It is right to give our thanks and
praise.
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Words of Institution




The Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, forever and ever. Amen.




Communion

You are welcome to move to the aisle as
indicated by the ushers. Take an empty
cup from the tray or a cup of grape juice.
Gluten-free wafers are available.
Children who are not taking communion
are encouraged to come forward and._

receive a blessing.

All are welcome,

for it is the Lord’s Table. ° m




Lamb of God

Verse 1

My Lord, what love is this

that pays so dearly,
that I, the guilty one,
may go free?




Amazing love, oh, what sacrifice,
the Son of God giv’n for me;

my debt He pays
and my death He dies,
that | might live, that | might live.




Communion Hymn

Beautiful Savior*
ELW #838
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Beautiful Savior, ELW #838, Verse 1

Beautiful Savior,
King of creation,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Truly I'd love thee,
fruly I’d serve thee,
light of my soul,
my joy, my crown.




Beautiful Savior, ELW #838, Verse 2

Fair are the meadows,
fair are the woodlands,
robed in flow’rs

of blooming spring;
Jesus is fairer,
Jesus is purer,
he makes our sorrowing
spirit sing.




Beautiful Savior, ELW #838, Verse 3

Fair is the sunshine,
fair is the moonlight,
bright the sparkling stars on high;

Jesus shines brighter,
Jesus shines purer
than all the angels in the sky.




Beautiful Savior, ELW #838, Verse 4

Beautiful Savior,
Lord of the nations,
Son of God and Son of Man!

Glory and honor,
praise, adoration,
now and forevermore be thine!




Communion Hymn

His Eye is On the
Sparrow
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Verse 1

Why should | feel discouraged?
Why should the shadows come?
Why should my heart be lonely
and long for heaven and home
when Jesus is my portion?

My constant friend is He:
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




Chorus

| sing because I’'m happy,
| sing because I’'m free;

For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




| %

“Let not your heart be troubled,”
His tender words | hear;
And resting on His goodness,
| lose my doubt and fear.
Tho’ by the path He leadeth

but one step | may see:
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




Chorus

| sing because I’'m happy,
| sing because I’'m free;

For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




Verse 3

Whenever | am tempted,
whenever clouds arise,
when songs give place to sighing,
when hope within me dies,

I draw the closer to HIm;

From care He sets me free:
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.
His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




Chorus

| sing because I’'m happy,
| sing because I’'m free;

For His eye is on the sparrow,
and | know He watches me.




Communion Hymn

Just a Closer Walk

with Thee
ELW #697
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Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, Is my plea;

daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Verse 1

I am weak but thou art strong:
Jesus, keep me from all wrong;

I'll be satisfied as long
as | walk, let me walk close to thee.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, Is my plea;

daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Verse 2

Through this world of toil and snares,
if | falter, Lord, who cares?

Who with me my burden shares?
None but thee, dear Lord, none but thee.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, Is my plea;

daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Verse 3

When my feeble life is o’er,
time for me will be no more;

guide me gently, safely o’er
to thy kingdom shore, to thy shore.




Just a Closer Walk, ELW #697, Refrain

Just a closer walk with thee,
grant it, Jesus, Is my plea;

daily walking close to thee,
let it be, dear Lord, let it be.




Communion Hymn

Just a Little Talk with
Jesus
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Verse 1

| once was lost in sin,
but Jesus took me In,
and then a little light

from heaven filled my soul;
It bathed my heart in love
and wrote my name above,
and just a little talk with Jesus
made me whole.




Chorus

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,
let us tell Him all about our troubles.
He will hear our faintest cry

and He will answer by and by;
Now when you feel
a little pray’r wheel turning,
and you know a little fire is burning,
you will find a little talk with Jesus
makes it right.

>>>




Verse 2

Sometimes my path seems drear,
without a ray of cheer,
and then a cloud of doubt

may hide the light of day;
The mists of sin may rise
and hide the starry skies,
but just a little talk with Jesus
clears the way.




Chorus

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,
let us tell Him all about our troubles.
He will hear our faintest cry

and He will answer by and by;
Now when you feel
a little pray’r wheel turning,
and you know a little fire is burning,
you will find a little talk with Jesus
makes it right.

>>>




Verse 3

I may have doubts and fears,
my eyes be filled with tears,
but Jesus is a friend

who watches day and night;
I go to Him in pray’r,
He knows my ev’ry care,
and just a little talk with Jesus
makes it right.




Chorus

Now let us have a little talk with Jesus,
let us tell Him all about our troubles.
He will hear our faintest cry

and He will answer by and by;
Now when you feel
a little pray’r wheel turning,
and you know a little fire is burning,
you will find a little talk with Jesus
makes it right. 1
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Post-Communion Blessing

The body and blood of our Lord
Jesus Christ strengthen you and
keep you in his grace.

Amen.




Post-Communion Prayer

Sustaining God, with this bread

and cup, you nourish us with mercy
and abundant life. By your Spirit,
send us from this table to serve a
needy world. Make us living signs of
your liberation, healing, and love,
following the way of Jesus, in
whose name we pray.

Amen.




Blessing

P.: The God of grace *+ bless you
now and forever.
C: Amen.




Sending Hymn

Down By the
Riverside
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Gonna lay down my sword and shield
down by the riverside,
down by the riverside,

down by the riverside.
Gonna lay down my sword and shield
down by the riverside,
and study war no more.




| ain’t gonna study war no more.
I ain’t gonna study war no more,
study war no more .

I ain’t gonna study war no more,
|l ain’t gonna study war no more
study war no more.




Gonna join hands with ev’ryone,
down by the riverside,
down by the riverside,

down by the riverside.
Gonna join hands with ev’ryone
down by the riverside,
and study war no more.




| ain’t gonna study war no more.
I ain’t gonna study war no more,
study war no more .

I ain’t gonna study war no more,
|l ain’t gonna study war no more
study war no more.




Gonna walk with the prince of peace
down by the riverside,
down by the riverside,

down by the riverside.
Gonna walk with the prince of peace
down by the riverside,
and study war no more.




| ain’t gonna study war no more.
I ain’t gonna study war no more,
study war no more .

I ain’t gonna study war no more,
|l ain’t gonna study war no more
study war no more.




Dismissal

P: Go outin joy. Be led
forth in peace.
C: Thanks be to God.
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Postlude
I’ll Fly Away
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